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The Sage became angry at her arrogance and told her
11 You are really a great learned person and there is none to
excel you, Please leave me alone . Please go to those who
are more learned. I know very little. You are all knowing".
But she was not satisfied and insisted that he should
encounter her in a verbal duel. Then the sage in the presence
of several other sages and inmates of his hermitage
addressed her, "Oh Ghanakala! Are you not well versed
with the knowledge of Brahman? Please tell me whether
you know Brahman or not?" This was an intricate question
of a Vedantin; but without understanding its implication
she replied that she knew Brahman. The sage pointed out
her foolishness and quoted the famous verdict "Yasya
Matam Tasya Matam, matam yusya navedasahal avignatam
vijanatam, vignana mavijanatam I". It is a convention that
persons who have realised Brahman would say that they
do not know Brahman for it cannot be perceived by senses
nor expressed in words. Though you are aware of this vedic
truth in arrogance you said in the assembly of sages that
you know Brahman. In this way you say you had conquered
several sages. For insulting the sages may you become a
ghost".
Then Ghanakala realised her folly and prostrated
before the sage and requested him to redeem her of the
curse. The sage was pleased and said, "The curse cannot
be revoked. After wandering as a ghost for several years,
you will meet sage Agastya who will show a way out. You
will finally reach the most sacred place on earth known as
Kasi of South, suffer Bhaira va Yatana for a short while and
attain redemption in the hands of Lord Siva.".
At once she became a terrible ghost with dark blue
complexion, with big teeth, red face, huge belly and other
ugly features. By virtue of her colour she came to be known
as Neela Pishachi. She wandered on the hills and in the
forests, ate flesh and drank blood but her hunger could